
HOW YOU VOTE
Mark the oval in the “1st choice”
column next to your first choice for
mayor. If you choose, you may fill
in ovals for second choice, third
choice, etc. You do not have to
make more than one choice.

If no candidate is the first choice of 50 percent of the voters,
an instant runoff ensues. If your first choice is the lowest vote-
getter, your ballot counts for your second choice. If your second
choice is later eliminated, your ballot counts for your third
choice, and so on.

John 48%

Paul 41%

George 7%

Ringo 4%

The ballots that had
Ringo as their first
choice are retabulated.
The second choices
from those ballots are
added to the
remaining candidates’
totals.

John 51%

Paul 42%

George 7%

John wins!

Instant
runoff
voting:
A primer

n WHEN THE RUNOFF ENDS
As soon as one candidate receives 50 percent.

Burlington voters
have an opportunity
to rank their
preferences for
mayor on their
ballots in this year’s
mayoral election.
How it works:

HOW A RUNOFF WORKS
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ON THE WEB: For a presentation on instant runoff voting, go to www.burlingtonvotes.org/

Sample ballot similar to what voters will see at polling places


