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FairVote supports a range of legislation introduced in Congress. The following bills and prospective bills reflect our greatest 2005 legislative priorities.
Support:
· Direct Election of the President 

HJ Res 36, Jackson (IL-2): To abolish the Electoral College and establish direct presidential elections by a majority vote of all adult citizens.

(Senate Version Sought)
· Voter Choice Act of 2005 

HR 2690, McKinney (GA-4): To enable states to use proportional voting systems in U.S. House elections, to require states to use instant runoff voting (IRV) for general federal elections, and to require voting equipment and technology to be IRV compatible. (Senate Version Sought)
· Congress 2008 Commission Act 

HR 1989, Hastings (FL-23): 

To establish a commission on the size and election method for the U.S. House. 

(Senate Version Sought)
· Constitutional Right to Vote 

HJ Res 28, Jackson (IL-2), 58 Cosponsors: To ensure all US citizens 18 and older the right to register and vote on the day of any public election, in the jurisdiction where the citizen resides. (Senate Version Sought)
· Fairness and Independence in Redistricting Act of 2005
HR 2642 Tanner (TN-8), 41 Cosponsors: To prohibit a state from redistricting more than once after a decennial census and apportionment, to require congressional redistricting to be handled by an independent commission, and other provisions. (Senate Version Sought)
· Redistricting Reform Act of 2005
HR 4094 Lofgren (CA-16), 24 Cosponsors: Very similar to HR 2642. (Senate Version Sought)

Oppose:
Ø   Bills imposing non-majority winners in presidential elections

HJ Res 50, Lofgren (CA-16)

HJ Res 8, Green (TX-29)

SJ Res 11, Feinstein (CA)

HJ Res 17, Engel (NY-17)
      

These bills abolish the Electoral College, but do not allow Congress to establish a majority requirement in direct election. This results in plurality elections, where a candidate may be elected with far less than 50% of the popular vote. Some of these bills also would unjustly deny presidential voting rights to American citizens if they reside in American territories. 

Sponsors Needed:

· Gateway to Democracy Act  

Based on HR 4972 introduced by Markey (MA-7) in 2004: To increase voter registration by allowing youths to pre-register to vote when they obtain a driver's license, with their registration becoming active when they reach the voting age. Ideally would allow all 16-year-olds to register to vote and encourage organized voter registration programs in high schools. 
· Democracy for Armed Services Members 
Model bill: To protect the right to vote of those serving our nation in the armed services by allowing overseas voters to cast ranked choice ballots in all elections that may have a runoff election within six weeks of the first election.

· Hurricane Victims' One Person One Vote 
Model bill: To allow Louisiana to use temporary, at-large districts with proportional voting for U.S. House elections, to prevent dilution of the one person, one vote standard, caused by migrations of hurricane victims. To require ranked choice absentee ballots in runoff elections to prevent disenfranchisement of hurricane victims. To require government agencies to cooperate in maintenance of clean and complete voter rolls. 
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