
The Issue---in one word: 

Power

The Remedy---in two words: 

Remove Discretion 

 

I said earlier that distortion of the ratio of seats won to votes cast for a party's candidates is weak grounds for
opposing gerrymandering. The reason we should oppose the discretionary districting that permitted all the
outrages I've just described to occur is that it concentrates enormous power in the hands of a small political
elite---power which in a democracy ought to be dispersed among millions of ordinary voters. To sum it up in
one word: this issue is about power. 

So what is the remedy for gerrymandering? In two words: remove discretion. Ohio election laws do not
permit the Secretary of State, county boards of elections, or poll workers discretion as to which votes to
count. Ohio has strict, impartial election laws that compel these officials to count all votes, including those
given to candidates they may not prefer. We can do the same thing with respect to political districting.


