
OHIO ANTI-GERRYMANDER AMENDMENT:

CRITERIA:

Constraints:

1. Population Equality of Districts:

a. Congressional Districts: ± 1 %

b. Legislative Districts: ± 5 %

2. Contiguous Districts

3. Must Use Entire "Building Blocks" from Database

4. No District with Compactness Index below Threshold:

a. 0.024, or 30.16 in four largest counties

b. 0.030, or 37.70 in remainder of state

The Amendment was conceived in 1976-1978 by a group of Ohio citizens of differing vocations and political
persuasions. It removes discretion by defining the "best plan" in terms of objective, quantifiable criteria and
requiring that whatever plan best meets those criteria be adopted. The criteria are population equality,
non-fragmentation of counties and cities, and compactness. To be considered a plan must have all its district
populations within a given deviation from the ideal---± 1% for congressional; ± 5% for legislative---and must
have the compactness indices of all its districts above 30.

 

 


