1992 Plan: Cincinnati Area
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McEwen survived the primary with Miller because his "guardian in the statehouse," house minority leader
Corwin Nixon, managed to get enough of Warren County in the new 6th District to provide McEwen a
primary margin of 286 votes. Warren County is prime real estate for Republicans and there were three
southwest Ohio Republican incumbents who needed to be protected: Willis Gradison in CD 2; McEwen in
CD 6; and John Boehner in CD 8. Democrat Tom Luken in CD 1 was given most of the best Democratic
territory in Hamilton County, leaving the three Republican incumbents to divide up the remainder of the area.
Boehner is taken care of without need for weird district shapes. But Gradison has problems. Even by
reaching around Cincinnati and creating the "flag" hanging down on the west end of CD 6, he still needs
65,000 more people. If CD 2 moves further up the river into Scioto County, it gets more Democrats and
splits the home county of Vern Riffe. That won't do. Over the objections of Nixon, the 65,000 is taken from
his home county, Warren, creating a second "flag" at the district's west end. Nixon wanted McEwen to get all
of Warren County, and he emerged from the secret negotiations visably upset.



