
I said the 1972 plan "locked in" incumbent Republican congressman Sam Devine "for another decade."
Well, not quite. Between 1976 and 1980, each party suffered defeat of two of its incumbents. The most
remarkable of these upsets was Devine's defeat in CD 12 by Democrat Bob Shamansky in the face of the
first Reagan landslide in 1980. Shamansky was tagged a loser by all the state's big-time Democrats except
Attorney General William J. Brown---who campaigned for him. When "Billy Joe" announced for governor in
'82 Shamansky endorsed him. Problem was, Democrat House Speaker Vern Riffe was also considering a
run for governor at that time; and he and "Billy Joe" weren't the best of friends. Meanwhile, back at the
Senate, freshman John Kasich was eyeing Shamansky's congressional seat. Like Dewine's, his vote was
essential for the new congressional plan to clear that chamber. His condition: Shamansky had to be
weakened by a lower carryover and a lower Democratic Index. The senate did just that. But in the house
Democrats were (supposedly) in control. They had already delivered their part of the bargain by forcing the
elimination between Eckart and Mottl. The rest of their incumbents deserved protection. But The Speaker let
it be known he was displeased with Shamansky's endorsement of Brown, and the House agreed to the
senate's plan for CD 12. Here we see the new CD 12 which gives up the southeast corner of Franklin
County in exchange for 51,850 Republican-oriented people in western Licking County. In 1982 Shamansky,
the only Democrat elected to Congress from central Ohio since 1936, loses to Kasich by 5,582 votes. The
rest is history. 


