
In early 1981 Congressman Guyer dies suddenly and a special election is held in the CD 4 that was
designed to elect him. Democrat State Rep. Dale Locker of Shelby County faces Republican State Rep.
Mike Oxley of Hancock County in a special election for the remainder of Guyer's term. Locker comes within
292 votes of becoming the only Democrat to represent this district in Congress since 1936. He considers a
rematch in 1982. But in Columbus the power brokers have other ideas. The district is reshaped to lop off
Mercer County, the only rural western Ohio county that is even close to a Democrat majority and a strong
base for Locker in his races for the Ohio house. The CD 4 boundaries are extended eastward through a
narrow "neck" in the city of Mansfield to pick up Knox County. These modifications lower the district's
Democratic Index from 44.1 to 41.9 and its C.I. from 32.0 to 20.4. Locker decides against the rematch and
Shelby County farmer Bob Moon challenges Oxley in 1982. Moon is crushed. In 1986 Democrats felt so
hopeless about their chances in this district that their congressional nomination went, by default, to a Lyndon
Larouchite.


