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While I was in your committee on another matter last month I was asked if I had any thoughts about the instant runoff voting bill. At the time I commented that I had concerns about whether certain machine-read ballots in Vermont could accommodate rank-order voting due to space constraints. I also expressed concern that unless the layout was done very carefully, voters could be confused by being presented with three choices and possibly overvote or be unable to properly vote for their first choice, which is still of paramount important to elections. 

Since I spoke to the committee, I have continued to do additional research. Working with the Center for Voting and Democracy, several possible ballot designs have been generated for each type of machine used in Vermont, as well as hand-counted paper ballots that I believe can address my concerns regarding both space constraints and clarity of layout. 

I have previously spoken with the committee about moving the specifics of ballot layout from the statute to agency rulemaking. If Instant Runoff Voting is passed, we will need to have the ability to redesign the ballots more flexibly than is allowed in the present statutory language. 
Sec. 3 ofS.94 §2473a(b)(2) gives this office authority to "modify the form of the ballots. .." but I would strongly prefer an amendment to 17 V.S.A.§2472 to give us authority to redesign. We may need to abbreviate party names when a candidate is running in more than one party or limit the characters for names. This flexibility is important with or without the IRV bill. We may also want to adjust the font size and spacing requirements, in order to make the ballot more user- friendly and efficient. Our printers have given us some good suggestions about ballot layout that are used in other states. 

While we need to continue to work to develop the particular ballot design, after consulting with our ballot printers, I can now say that there are no purely technical printing obstacles to adopting rank order ballots as proposed in H, 175, S,50 and S.94. Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions. 


