E D W A R D   F.  S N Y D E R
15 Otter Cliffs Road
Bar Harbor, ME  04609
(207) 288-8968
February 17, 2003

Senator Kenneth T. Gagnon
Representative Joseph E. Clark
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs

				Re: LD 212, An Act to Establish Instant Runoff Voting

I am writing in support of LD 212, sponsored by Representative Thomas Bull, scheduled to be heard before your Committee tomorrow.

The winners in elections in this country should be the persons who receive a majority of the votes cast in the election for that office.  Too often in our “winner take all” process, the person who is declared the winner has received only a plurality of the votes cast—which can be as little as a third of the electorate, or even less.

The Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) procedure set forth in LD 212 implements the basic principle that our public officials have been chosen by a majority of the voters.  And it does so in the quickest, cheapest, and easiest way possible, made even more feasible by modern computers.  It has been successfully adopted in a number of jurisdictions.

I believe Instant Runoff Voting has additional advantages.

Public officials will have a more secure mandate when elected by this process.

More people are likely to vote, since they can vote FOR someone who represents their views rather than for “the lesser of two evils,” without fearing that they may elect the candidate they most oppose.  Whether people are Green liberals, Perot conservatives, or independent they can vote their convictions—and then their second and even third or more choices, secure in the knowledge that their vote will not have been the “spoiler” that contributed to the election of the candidate they disagreed with the most.

Greater voter participation can help restore public confidence in the political process, lessen cynicism, and help people examine each candidate’s substantive positions, rather than succumbing to negative campaign ads.

IRV requires candidates to articulate their own proposals more fully rather than running down their opponents, since they will also be seeking second choice votes in a close election.

We need major reform in our political process.  This proposal is one small, but important step in that direction.  I urge the Committee to support this bill.

Ed Snyder

Cc:  Rep. Thomas Bull, Sen. Dennis Damon, Rep. Ted Kaufman

