Voting Methods Around the World

Winner- Limited
Take-All Voting (LV)

The most votes wins
(may be a majority or
threshold requirement)
usually used in a
one-seat district, but
multi-seat districts can
be winner-take-all

Must vote for fewer
than the number
of candidates to
be elected

Japan (pre-1994),
many U.S. localities in
AL, CT, PA and NC;

Often used in
voting-rights
settlements

United States,
Great Britain,
Canada, India,
Pakistan, France,
Australian House,
many former British and
French colonies

Thresholds to
win: 50%-40%

higher share
of vote

Cumulative
Voting (CV)

Votes can be
distributed in any
combination,
including all votes
for one candidate

Peoria (IL),
Chilton County (AL),
Amarillo and over 50
other Texas localities;

Sisseton (SD);
Ilinois House
(1870 - 1980)

Thresholds to

<—

win: 34%-10%

Notes: PR is an abbreviation for proportional representation. A victory threshold in

Choice
Voting*

Rank candidates
in order of choice;
candidates win by
reaching a threshold of
top-ranked votes;
surplus votes
transferred to
next-ranked candidates

Ireland, Malta,
Australian Senate,
Cambridge (MA),
formerly used by

by 22 U.S. cities
including Cincinnati,
Boulder (CO), New
York, Kalamazoo (MI)
* Also called single

transferable vote (STV) or
preferencg voting

What does it take to win?

Mixed Member
PR (MMP)

Some seats elected
from one-seat
districts, some from
party lists (usually
half and half); seats
awarded proportionally
based on party-list vote,
with district seats
counted toward a
party’s total*

Party
List PR

Ballots cast for
a party's list
of candidates;
seats awarded
based on
percent of vote;
open-list systems
allow voting for
candidates on
the party list

Germany, Nearly all
New Zealand, European and Latin
Scotland, American countries;
Wales Indonesia, Israel, South
Africa
* Mixed systems adopted
by Russia, Mexico, Japan,
Italy and Ukraine
are less proportional
Thresholds to

win: 5%-1%

lower share
of vote
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anon-winner-take-all system is based on the number of seats elected from a voting
district. It usually equals 1/ (seats+ 1); towin 1 of 3 seats requires 1/4 of the votes.



