Learning Democracy
…A student’s guide to voting
[#1] Introduction (My name is _____ from FairVote…) we’re going to talk about how democracy has evolved in this country and how you can participate. At the end, we’ll give you a chance to register to vote if you’re eligible.
[#2] First we’re going to begin in 1960. The 60’s proved to be a decade of change, socially, culturally, and for democracy. One sign of this change is through the music of the decade.
· Rock and Roll was being started by pioneers like Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry
· Joan Baez helped give voice to protests against the Vietnam War, and for the Civil Rights movement.
· Bob Dylan summed up the feeling of the decade with the song, “The Times They Are A-Changin'.
[#3] But with all that was changing in the United States, some areas still remained deeply set in the past. Segregation still dominated the South, on buses, in restaurants, and in peoples’ everyday lives. 
[#4] Segregation had the force of law throughout the South. Sometimes it was written into the law that facilities had to be separate, other times people would be arrested for “breach of the peace.”
Even with the advancement of Brown vs. the Board of Education, integration was slow to happen in schools, and did not advance at all for public places. This meant that stores could segregate, water fountains could be segregated, and African Americans were treated as second-class citizens.
[#5] One city where segregation still lived on was Greensboro, NC. In 1960, there were about 100,000 people, so it was a relatively large city, but still divided based on race. One central point for the city was the Woolworth, a general store. Inside, there was a lunch counter, but it was designated as Whites-only, even though anyone could shop inside the rest of the store. In 1960, that Woolworth was to become a center for change with the work of students from the local university: North Carolina Ag and Tech.
[#6] A group of four students, Ezell A. Blair Jr., David Richmond, Joseph McNeil, and Franklin McCain, decided to do something about the segregation they saw and faced every day in Greensboro. They planned a “sit in.” They decided to  come in to the lunch counter, ask to be served, and stay there as long as they could. The students, looking back on other civil rights demonstrations, expected the worst, preparing to take the fury of an angry mob, but they believed that protesting segregation would be worth it.
[#7] The day comes, February 1st, 1960. The students enter the Woolworth lunch counter, asked to be served and are refused. They were allowed to stay however, and remained in their seats until the lunch counter closed.
[#8] Was the sit-in how the students expected? Not exactly. They were left undisturbed at the counter for about 30 minutes. There were no riots, there were no police, no media, but it also wasn’t successful right off. The store still refused to serve African Americans. So they planned to go back the next day.
[#9] The next day, 20 more students join in the protest, and a TV crew arrives. Now the entire nation will know what is going on. The lunch counter is starting to run out of space, but they still don’t change their policies.
[#10] The sit in grows to more than 60 students, who fill every seat the entire day at Woolworth. White students join, and the movement spreads to other stores in Greensboro. 
Finally, in July of 1960, Woolworth desegregates and allows people of all races to eat at their lunch counters.
But what about the rest of the South? What started as a 4-student initiative had caught the attention of the entire country.
[#11] The college students had created a movement, and won their local battle, but what next? Over the course of the civil rights movement, more than 70,000 will take part in sit-ins, but there needs to be organization to become effective.
[#12] The college students decided to organize into a group. It becomes SNCC, the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee, and becomes a focal point for change in the South. SNCC operates Freedom Rides, where students push to desegregate bus routes in the south, and take part in Freedom Summer.
[#13] “Freedom Summer” was an attempt to get out the vote in the south. Though the groups that took part in the civil rights movement came and went, the right to vote, and the power to vote became a permanent fixture in communities.
[#14] SNCC worked to register people in the South through a few different ways as you can see. They relied on volunteers to come down to the South and take part in the activities. Even though the volunteers faced the threat of violence and arrest, they came to the South anyway, creating a political force.
[#15] What do we learn from this?
· [Click] It takes time to change laws and policies, but it is possible.  Although the college students in Greensboro faced many setbacks, they kept their eye on the prize and stayed in it for the long haul.  It would have been easy to stop and accept the discrimination, but they were determined, and so they acted, and in doing so created a nationwide movement.
· [Click] Politicians on any level will listen to young people, because they want to appear “hip” and “cool.”  They also care about what we think, because we’ve got a lifetime of voting ahead of us.  However, it’s important that we present ourselves in a mature way and work within the system in order to get politicians’ attention.
· [Click] Voting creates change-- Though the sit-ins garnered a lot of attention at first, SNCC took up voting as a way to create lasting change.
[#16] The power of voting didn’t come from just anywhere, though. Let’s go back further in time to the founding of America. It’s not a secret that the framers of the constitution were wealthy, white, landowning men—so why did these aristocrats choose democracy as the form of government for the United States?
· Wouldn’t it have made more sense to set up an autocracy or monarchy, where they could guarantee complete control over the people?
[click]
[#17] Wouldn’t it have been simpler to appoint George Washington King of the United States instead of holding an election for president?
[#18] When breaking away from England, the framers knew that a monarchy or autocracy was not the best form of government—they knew that the power and legitimacy of the government had to come from the people.
What people you ask? These people: [#19]—the only people allowed to vote were white, landowning men—just like the ones who set up the government. It was nearly 150 years before women were allowed to vote and nearly 200 years until African Americans received full voting rights in all states of the union. 18-year-olds have only been allowed to vote for about 40 years.
[#20] Women formally began their quest for the right to vote in 1848, when the first Women's Rights Convention took place in Seneca Falls, New York.
· During the Civil War, the fight to end slavery took center-stage. Former slave Sojourner Truth, along with other women suffragists Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, lectured audiences around the country, advocating for the abolition of slavery. They believed that once the war ended and the North won, both women and blacks would be granted the same rights as white men. President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, but not much changed in terms of voting rights for women.
 [#21] In 1872, Susan B. Anthony was arrested for trying to vote for Ulysses S. Grant for President. Six years later, a Woman's Suffrage Amendment was introduced in the U.S. Congress. For over forty more years women’s rights groups protested, picketed and petitioned the government. Finally, in 1919, under President Woodrow Wilson, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was ratified, giving women the right to vote.
When we learn about African-Americans gaining the right to vote in this country we usually think of this moment…[#22—Dr. King’s “I have a dream” speech] [click]
· Actually, the March on Washington in 1963 and Dr. King’s speech was the culmination of a century-old struggle that started with the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution. The 13th Amendment freed the people who were enslaved, the 14th Amendment provided equal protection under the law and the 15th Amendment granted them the right to vote. The problem was that the states were ultimately the ones responsible for conducting elections, so they could do it their own way.
[click] [#23] Southern states used various methods to prohibit African-Americans from voting. Under what were known as “Jim Crow Laws,” the states established “whites only” primary elections, implemented literacy tests and charged a poll tax. When all those things failed, whites in many communities would simply threaten, harass and intimidate black families to keep them away from the polls.
[#24] Not until the presidential campaign of 1960 did either major political party make civil rights an issue. John F. Kennedy, in his 1961 inaugural address, vowed to make ending racial discrimination a priority in his administration. He proposed the Civil Rights Act and in 1964, one year after Kennedy’s assassination, President Lyndon Johnson signed the act into law.
[#25] Growing social unrest continued throughout the 1960’s. Student protests against the war in Vietnam became common on college campuses across the country. 
[#26] The escalation of the war led many people to wonder how we could ask young people to fight and die for their country without giving them the chance to vote for the leaders making the decision to send them to war.
· During the Civil War, World War II and the Korean War some politicians made the same argument, but it was not until Vietnam that Congress took action. Congress passed a law and then a constitutional amendment giving 18-year-olds the right to vote. The states ratified the 26th amendment in under 100 days, which was the fastest ratification in history. 
[#27] In 1972, the first year 18-year-olds were allowed to vote for president, 55% of 18 to 24-year-olds turned out to vote. In 2008, only 51% of young people voted for president, which was the lowest percentage of any age group of Americans. Some young people say that they don’t vote because politicians are not listening to them—but what reason do politicians have to listen to young people if they’re not voting? The only way young people can make politicians stop treating them like kids is by getting to the polls on Election Day.
Here in America, we tend to take our right to vote for granted. Our generation did not live through the civil war, the women’s suffrage movement or the civil rights movement. [#28] It’s important for us to remember that there are places in this world where people still do not have the right to elect their leaders. 
[#29] This picture is from 1989—it shows a man standing in front of tanks in Tiananmen Square in China. Hundreds of protesters gave their lives to stand up against an oppressive political system that did not allow its people the right to cast a meaningful ballot. Since the time this picture was taken, China has made some reforms, but the right to vote is still elusive.
[#30] The students seen here are demonstrating for democracy in Iran. In many countries in the Middle East, including Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and many others, voting hardly influences the government. The structure of these governments includes only minimal participatory opportunities. And despite the low amount of influence wielded by votes, in many places in the Middle East, like Saudi Arabia, women are still not allowed to participate. It was a milestone when in Kuwait in 2006 women were allowed to vote for the first time in the country’s history and in 2009 the first women were elected to its parliament. 
[#31] Afghanistan and Iraq both have held democratic elections since the overthrow of their oppressive regimes, but as we learned, democracy is not always accompanied by political stability or national security.  
[#32] Americans cherish the democracy and freedom we have in this country and often seek to encourage those values to the rest of the world. 
[#33] So now that we know a little bit more about democracy here and in the rest of the world, the question remains: Why should we even bother participating? Does voting really matter?
· For the most part, people have a negative view of the government. They say it is corrupt, inefficient and outdated. People don’t vote because they don’t think the government cares about what they have to say. The process of registering to vote is too much of a hassle for some people and campaigns are becoming more and more negative.
[#34]  What kind of reforms can we implement to improve the public’s view of government and make more young people want to participate?
Reform proposals for discussion: 
· Voter Registration
· 16-year-old advance registration-pre-register, automatically added to voter roll at 18
· Universal Registration-government shares responsibility
· Registration as a graduation requirement-mandatory registration or “opt-out”
· Mandatory voting—Should the government fine people for not voting?
· Lower the voting age—Do you think people under 18 should be allowed to vote?
· Money in politics-should the public finance campaigns?
· Term limits-no more career politicians (good or bad thing?)
· Electoral College-how should we elect the president?
· Negative Campaigning-does it turn off voters?
· Two-party system-are there enough choices?
[#35] This is a picture of people voting for the first time in South Africa in 1994.  In some places, the lines stretched for miles—your line probably won’t be quite as long as that! If there is a line at your polling place, just be patient—if you’re in line before the polls close, it’s still your right to vote! When it’s your turn, go to the table and sign in. If it’s your first time voting, be sure to bring a photo ID. 
· If the poll worker can’t find your name on the rolls, don’t leave! You still have the right to fill out a provisional ballot. People who fill out provisional ballots can vote just like everyone else. About a week after the election, you can call your county board of elections to make sure your vote was counted. If it wasn’t, they will tell you why. If you need assistance voting or you need your ballot in a language other than English, you can ask the election judge for assistance. Don’t be afraid to ask questions—that’s why the poll workers are there! 
· When they find your name on the voting roll, you will receive an access card and be escorted to a voting machine.  
[#36] Slide the access card in the slot to the right of the screen.
· Read all directions carefully. If you have any questions, just ask. The poll workers are there to help you—remember, this is not a test! [click] Touch the next button to continue.
[#37] This is what the voting screen will look like. [click X3] If you press the wrong button, you can correct it by simply touching another choice. When you are finished with one page, touch “next” to continue until you reach the end of the ballot.
· Review your choices on the “summary page.” If you need to go back, touch “previous” or a specific contest. Then all you have to do is touch “cast ballot” and you’re finished.
· Just remove the card and return it to the election judge.
· [#38] If you’re not going to be in your home district during the election, you can request an absentee ballot. You need to send in the request at least a couple of weeks before the election to give the county board enough time to process it. To print out an absentee ballot request form, go to this website and click “absentee voting.” After you fill it out and sign it, mail it in to your county board of elections.
· [#39] Now we’ll give you a chance to register to vote if you’re eligible. Remember, you only need to fill this form out one time unless you move. If you move, you need to register again. You can find registration forms at the same website as before, but this time click “Register to Vote.” You must submit a registration form at least 21 days prior to the election you want to vote in.
· Be sure to read all the directions carefully. Let me know if you have any questions before you begin.
· [#40] Don’t forget to answer numbers 1 and 2. If this is your first time registering to vote, check “New Registration.” For number 4a, write in your Driver’s License number. If you don’t have a Driver’s License or state ID, check box 4b. Let me know when you’ve completed 1 though 5 or 6 if it applies to you.
·   [#41] Number 10 asks you to choose a political party. If you’re not sure or would rather not join a party that’s ok. Just check “Unaffiliated.” You will still be allowed to vote in general elections, but will not be allowed to vote on candidates in primary elections. However, you will still be allowed to vote on ballot issues or referendums during primaries.
·  If you want to serve as an election judge at your local precinct, check box 12. In Maryland, you have to be at least 17-years-old to serve as an election judge. You don’t have to check this box if you don’t want to.
· Remember to sign your name and write the date in box 13. Your form is invalid if your name isn’t signed.
· [#42] Thanks for registering to vote and for being such a great, attentive audience. Remember, it’s your right to vote so never feel embarrassed about asking questions when you get to the polls. 
· Find out more about our organization by going to fairvote.org.
· Stay informed about the candidates and issues—check out vote-smart.org.
· If you aren’t sure about where your polling place is or need clarification about specific rules for your state, go to vote411.org.
· Local Issues/Candidates-LWV Voter Guides
· Q & A/Discussion
·  Issues that matter to young people: school board issues, dress code, military draft, college tuition, free speech/press, searches, religion…
· Political Action
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